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Your Excellency 

 

I am writing this letter to your government, on behalf of the Ethiopian peoples, to take an 
important stage in deepening of reforms to further democratization and modernization of the 
country. Current government ruling progression have to take place in accordance with 
democratic standards and principles, and the outcome of this imperative political situation will 
allow Ethiopia to achieve new successes in all area of the state and society. 

In Ethiopia, democracy must be embedded in political system built on the rule of law and 
respect for human right. The Ethiopian government needs to stress the role of civil society; 
women and young people specially students in democratization as well as the fundamental need 
for the peaceful alternation of leaders in power. The government is responsible to promote the 
culture of democracy based on tolerance, acceptance of differences and permanent search for 
compromise, was seen as an essential factor for the consolidation of the countries democracy. 

However, the currently ruling government (EPRDF) is recognized as playing an important role 
in miscarriages of justice as a result there was a high level of distrust and dissatisfaction felt 
toward the ruling government by the general population. Serious electoral flaws and human 
rights abuses by the ruling government undermine any meaningful prospect of peaceful political 
situation of the Ethiopian peoples who are struggling to bring their political development in 
better phase. The systematic imprisonment and intimidation of the Ethiopian peoples who stand 
for the struggle of their right and freedom are still continued. As long as the government are 
continued its repression, in favor of terrorism, the stability, security and economic development 
of the country are not sustainable without the development of democratic values. 

There is a big political freedom repression on the Ethiopian peoples who participate and 
struggle without fair exercise political spaces and without independent media to challenge the 
Ideology of the ruling government. The facts are clear: Ethiopian, millions of them are unable 
to speak freely, organize political activities challenges government policies either peaceful 
political protest or publicizing their political views without fear and reappraisal. Dozens of 
political activists like students and journalists detained during different times. There is 
widespread intimidation of opposition leaders, including incidents of organized violence 
against opposition candidates and party members; there has been no progress toward the 
development of independent media; freedom of movement has not been established within 
country’s political process. 

The ruling party seems to fear divergent opinion and hidden opposition among bureaucrats, and 
has therefore increased its grip on the country by implementing close surveillance and 



widespread party recruitment drives. Authorities have tightened controls on information by 
severely cutting back internet speeds and blocking proxy servers and virtual private networks 
that Ethiopians use to circumvent government filtering of websites. The authorities have also 
gone after government critics, summoning, arresting, and jailing journalists, students and 
bloggers, while preventing opposition figures and parties aligned with Ethiopian’s reformist 
movement from participating in the elections by banning or severely restricting their activities. 

Political participation through a free press was also severely limited, as several journalists were 
arrested and several newspapers closed by the government. There is no public protest, however, 
apart from the occasional university student demonstrations which are warned for possibility of 
losing job after their study. Elections held under the monopolization of political power by ruling 
party will only serve to unfairly legitimize nationalist extremists, entrench ethnic divisions, and 
condemn Ethiopia and its people to authoritarianism and partition. 

We, Ethiopians do not need more to leave with this kind of political repression like 
imprisonment and intimidation of peoples who are against of the governments, restriction and 
interference with peaceful opposition party activities, and restriction of political space in the 
lead-up to democratic country ideology using anti-terrorism legislation. We do not need the 
restrictions on civil society, media, opposition parties, and independent voices and views. 
Improved right and freedom and more open democratic political environment is the willpower 
of Ethiopian people. 

In light of these serious concerns, I am writing to urge your government to demonstrate its 
commitment to facilitate the immediate solution including the following mentioned point and 
to comply the policy with the regional and international policy standards. 

I therefore urge privately and publicly call upon the Ethiopian government to: 

• Review the Policy towards basic freedoms particularly freedom of expression and 
association, stop the widespread torture, ill treatment, and appalling conditions of 
prisoner’s detention, and address the current plight of Ethiopian civil society, political 
opposition and media. 

• Take credible and immediate steps to reverse its policy of human right repression which 
leads the professionals, intellectuals, students, journalists and political dissidents to 
leave their country in high number, and immediately end all forms of attack and 
suppression against peoples. 

• End the developed trends of monopolizing political power in the hand of the central 
government which believe political stability is more important than political 
participation, and that rapid economic growth is essential for gaining legitimacy to rule 
a country. 

• Stop intimidation, harassment or threats of retaliation to prevent citizens from 
exercising their right for example by arbitrarily arresting, detaining and imprisoning 
peaceful demonstrations or using excessive force, and amend the Anti-Terrorism 
proclamation to bring it into compliance with international human right law. 

• Improve government performance regarding the protection of human rights and to stop 
the systematical violation regarding the protection of personal liberty against state and 
non-state actors, and guaranteeing equal access to justice and public education. The 
extreme inequality in education, public service, and political as well as professional 
careers should be ended. 



• Take a necessary solutions for the great majority of the population still living in rural 
areas under the poor conditions of a subsistence economy, and to improve the obstacles 
which hinder the free market competition by massive interventionist action with some 
detrimental economic consequences. 

• Implicate the participation of many opposition parties and several Diasporas groups 
which are active in opposing and challenging the regime in formulation of policy 
formulation; which are recognized in law but exist only outside parliament and are under 
constant pressure by the government 

• Stop the misuse of donor-support resource and aid as a tool to consolidate the power of 
the ruling government for repressive purpose by the government of Ethiopia. 

• Take a measurement regarding the unfair level of trust and fear between the Ethiopian 
peoples and government, and between various groups. 

On behalf of the Ethiopian Peoples, I would like to respectfully call on the European Parliament, 
Secretary of State and African Union to take important part for the consideration and 
implementation of above mentioned recommendations and for the improvement of the 
Ethiopian democracy with the government. 

We have a long road to full democracy and hope the political system matures in a way that 
provides real choices for the Ethiopian peoples which lead all of us to witness the democratic 
change of government in the country’s history, and the suggested points would be a step 
forward. I appreciate your prompt consideration of those concerns mentioned in this letter and 
hope your government hears my voice and follow my recommendations. 

Our values, our interests and our leadership all over the world are at stake. The world is 
watching you. Now is the time to make the right decision, not the politically expedient decision. 

 

With highest regards, 

 

Behailu Mengistu 
Email: behailumen@gmail.com 
Website: www.Our Struggle.com 

 
This letter has been Cc to; 

 European Parliamentary member Anna Gomes (anagomes@anagomes.eu) 
 Secretary of State John Kerry(kerryj@state.gov) 

 African Union (webmaster@africa-union.org 
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